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Matter of Faet . . .

A Debt 1s Ocerd

INCTHE LASYT three vears,
the true shave of the war'd
we live in o has been aandies v
changed by a new net
very few pea
pie know
aboutl even 1o
oy,

The fact is
that  we  ow
'

P Lge Lo
nattie of 1he
powe  hoiigg
betwe n this
eyt
the Noyvie!
Union. Do
spiie B8 vioscd coepety the
Soviet Union is now open o
MASECUMT- - The et Hreoey!
sense, We cont only gaees
beture;  but  sice Augnt
1360 we hinve Joan s

This i a chonoo ineasend
ablc poafomnd anmd faroes op
e Ity atho oan dcaioble

e dos the Doooed s Stides,

cvved te e pointald
Gy berguee the man to

myohls ciimge and gain
coeosarzels ewed as now leav-
iy the public service, un-
ceiehroted. carevoacded,  al-

maxt unihanhed

TFANY AMEMBER of the
cereral o publlic vecalls the
of Richard At Bissel!,
A probab's he bhecauwe
v Bav o s Before
that clasco, Bsse! was due
fo siceeed Silen Dulies as
toretar of the Central Tntel-
oonce  Ageney, But o some-

ane sad o take the rap for
oo sorvy tailure, Jor which
cromrvandy o nrom Prestdent

henredy on down had  a
srare of blame: and Bissel)
war chinef among those whn

Ciocic the orap.

Another job followed-a
feuri hig job. but one that
coonew ending for reasons
toal cre o not oexpecially rele-

NiEothar s rolevant, at
teomnenl s to cecard st
T crnvodd Kooy cly
oo b oo closed [y @
Pt purposes

A 3S S oy be
LA tae sanumer of 14954
O T af Prood fiisen-
e e oy o ecral sl

Caryocommitloes, the Kil-
Ity cogmittee o surprise
Wlack o sugeested building a
reconnaissarce plane of the
tvie ol he U-2, Sueh a plane
had 2l eady been proposed
to the A\ir Foree by the hril-
it welly Johnson of Locek-
eedd Mation, but the idea
s bheen twrned down flat,

By the intrioate, half-acel-
dentet processe~ famihiar in
Goverament, the Wiliran
conentifee recommendation
hrousht together a three-siar
team. composed of Kelly
Johnson, the famous K. I,
fand ol the Polaroid Co,
and  Bissell from the CIA,
wihio was the friend of both
the olhers.

oo record time, these three
hulled the U2 through from
oneept to reality, The
sMrange  new areraft o was
thereupon assigned tothe 1A
Jissell thus  hecame  com-
mander of an mdependent
U2 air foree, in addivan {o
his other duties.

So  much  is fairly well
known to informed persons
What is not well known (and
wouid not be discused in this
space if the main facts had
not  already been published
elscwhere i the ~erond chap-
ter of the stary that opened
with the U2,

BECATUSE the intervals be-
tween U-2 fhohts were un-
avoldably long, and for other
fechnical reasons as well, the
U-2 did no moye than open a
small chink In the fron Cur-
tain. Contrary to what many
imagine, the U-2 did not
really replace gites<es ahout
the Soviet Union with true
knowledge.

Yei the new plane’s succe:s
Wan very great, all the same.
And this suecess a0 tarn di-
rected attention (o the recon-
naissance satellite project pre-
Viousiy anitiated by the Aar
Force Research and Develop-
ment Comnmand.

Fram  this pubiie progect,

et cherne vather opcuidiy
Proscs e el ko owag
el e e e HIE
a0 i, s Miatoan

e By Joseplt Also

out secret effurt to build A
workable reconnaissance <ul
ellite hegan,

This time [t Gen. Bernard

Schriever af tie Research and

Developmean: Uammand
worked  waih Baserit Baig,

Gen, Oswale Ritland was Bis-
sell's dav-to oy priner ‘Din”
Land avain jen' 1 hand., And
others might Fe raentioned.
Yot in the ofiicial Aip Force
accornt of e matter, the
main credit tor the suceess of
the reconnaissance satellite is
nonetheless wiven Lo Bissell,
August, 1960, when the first

of the ness “hirds” with sece-

g, remembering eyves made
s sticcesstd thipht e a date

that will he rememberved in |

historv hooks.

P IS A DATE with mwuch
bPoarima, 1o heoin with, on
the v e controversy ahout
Coe musstle wan, Until we
feev the Seveets had not de-
piuyed  the ntercontinental
bhailistic  missiles that they
were entirely capable of pro-
dueing, the only sale course
was to assume that the So-
viets were indeed producing
and  deploving  those ulti-
mate weapons. Their failure
to do so was in fact a gigantic
error,

But after August, 1960, we
hegan  to  know that the
ICBMs were not there; and
this in turn changed the en-
tire strategic aspect of the
worid by the time President
Kentueky took otfice. No his-
torian or sanalyst can com-
pute what this (rue knowl-
cdpe has since baen worth, in
the desperate davs of the e
ondd Caban  crisis, for ip-
stance, or much earlier, when
Khrushehev at Vienna threat-
enesd a big war over Berlin,

Steh then, is the aebt

twed to Dick Bissell, As he

happer
G-t triend, the debt is here
ied with pride. But
ever ng American will
surel. wish to sav “Thank

e Ko e

Lol Foooud Tuck™ o thig
exceriiana: nihlie servant
KITH cooa coturming too i
i :

to he this reporter's’
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